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Professionalism of soldiers who gave first aid praised

In this section »

o People join in prayer for slain soldiers

« Political response of parties to killings must be tough and uncompromising Northern Editor
« Robinson calls for matter to be left with police

e Brown vows murderers will not be allowed to derail peace process

o Taoiseach says tiny, evil group will not undermine peace

e McGuinness stands by criticism of Orde's decision to deploy British special forces

ARMY REACTION: NORTHERN IRELAND’S most senior soldier Brig George Norton last night condemned the manner of the killing of two of his troops, and paid
tribute to those who treated the wounded at the scene.

Referring to those killed, he said: “These young sappers were making their homes in Northern Ireland and spent the past number of months undergoing intense pre-
deployment training.”

“With only hours to go before flying to Afghanistan they were going to share a meal together. Many of their colleagues and friends are already in Afghanistan facing a
dangerous and difficult six-month tour. Indeed, the professionalism of soldiers who immediately gave first aid on the scene undoubtedly saved lives.

“Our thoughts . . . are with the colleagues and friends of these young soldiers,” he said. “This has shocked the community and we are all grateful for the sympathies
expressed.”

PSNI officers were continuing to examine a Vauxhall Cavalier abandoned in the Ranaghan Lane area of nearby Randalstown.
This article appears in the print edition of the Irish Times
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