
 

undefined 11 °C Dublin » 

ADVERTISEMENT

 

Latest »

●     14:15

72% want improvements in Garda service

●     13:29

Worthington brings in Gault

●     13:22

Search for missing Irish pensioner in Italy

●     13:18

EU lifts travel ban on Belarus leader

●     12:40

Lords vote on extending detention for terrorist suspects

●     12:29

Study confirms dangers of portable music players

●     12:24

American economist wins Nobel prize

●     12:23

European shares leap as governments bail out banks

Popular Stories

Most Read

●     1

Anti-democratic nature of US capitalism is being exposed

●     2

Tax rises likely as Cowen warns he will not shirk tough decisions

●     3

Girls becoming more abusive and aggressive, say parents

●     4

The world at my feet

●     5

O'Driscoll looks ahead to Lions tour

Business blog

Our business team blog the run up to 

the Budget

US Elections

Full coverage of the US Presidential 

election

Budget 2009

Full coverage of Budget 2009

Weather Eye

A classic essay by the late Brendan 

McWilliams from a new anthology

Omagh bombing appeal opens - The Irish Times - Fri, Oct 10, 2008

Becoming a swan

Ballet Ireland prepares for its 

anniversary tour

http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2008/1010/1223560351498.html (1 of 3)13/10/2008 14:20:04

●      

RSS Feeds Site Index

Ireland
World

Supplements
In Depth

Other
Today's Paper

●     Home » ●     Ireland » ●     In the Courts »

●     Email to a friend ●     Email to Author ●     Print ●     RSS ●     Text Size:

Friday, October 10, 2008

Omagh bombing appeal opens

Colm Murphy claims delay in bringing the proceedings has 

predjudiced his right to a fair trial

AN APPEAL by building contractor Colm Murphy aimed at 

stopping his retrial on a conspiracy charge connected with 

the Real IRA bombing in Omagh has opened at the Supreme 

Court.

A native of Co Armagh with an address at Jordan's Corner, Ravensdale, Co Louth, Mr Murphy (54) is appealing against a High Court 

decision of last October by Mr Justice Iarfhlaith O'Neill refusing his application to prevent his retrial before the non-jury Special Criminal 

Court.

He has argued that his prosecution should not be allowed to go ahead on grounds including delay in bringing the proceedings, which he 

says, has prejudiced his right to a fair and speedy trial.

The appeal is being heard by a five-judge Supreme Court, presided over by the Chief Justice Mr John Murray, who is sitting with Mr Justice 

Hugh Geoghegan, Mr Justice Adrian Hardiman, Mr Justice Nial Fennelly and Mr Justice Joseph Finnegan.

Opening the appeal, Michael O'Higgins SC, for Mr Murphy, said the High Court had erred in finding that the delays in the case did not 

breach his client's rights.

He said there were a number of delays, including an unjustifiable three-year delay resulting from the DPP's decision to prefer perjury 

charges against two gardaí who gave evidence at Mr Murphy's first trial in 2001.

A further delay occurred between Mr Murphy being charged in 1999 and not being tried until 2001/2002.

This delay occurred despite the fact that the nuts and bolts of the case against Mr Murphy were ready at a relatively early stage, he said. Mr 

O'Higgins also argued that the High Court had wrongly concluded that Mr Murphy's memory problem was such that he could not have a fair 
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trial.

Mr O'Higgins will resume his submissions when the appeal hearing resumes on a date yet to be fixed.
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