ireland.com - Breaking News - Ahern backs call for Finucane inquiry

F

o] x| |

THE IRISH TIMES

ireland.conn> —

Search

undefined

Sections

Thelrish Times

Breaking News
ort

Business

Technology

Weather

In Focus

Blogs
Archive Search

Family Notices

©oNOOOA~E®®DERE

=
o

. Editions

Search for

. Jobs
. Homes
. Cars

Services

« Premium Email

. Games

. Dating

. Travel

. Frontpage Sales

. Photosales

. Ancestors

. Irish TimesTraining
. Mobile

. Reader Offers

FURSS Feeds

http://www.ireland.com/newspaper/breaking/2008/0424/breaking75.htm (1 of 4)25/04/2008 16:03:29


http://www.ireland.com/
http://www.ireland.com/front
http://www.ireland.com/breakingnews
http://www.ireland.com/sports/
http://www.ireland.com/business/
http://www.ireland.com/technology/
http://www.ireland.com/weather/
http://www.ireland.com/focus/
http://www.ireland.com/blogs/
http://www.ireland.com/search/
http://www.ireland.com/notices/
http://www.ireland.com/editions/
http://www.ireland.com/jobs/
http://www.ireland.com/homes/
http://www.ireland.com/cars/
http://www.ireland.com/email/loginpage
http://games.ireland.com/
http://www.ireland.com/dating/
http://www.ireland.com/travel/
http://www.ireland.com/frontpage/
http://www.ireland.com/photosales/
http://www.ireland.com/ancestor/
http://www.ireland.com/training/
http://www.ireland.com/mobile/
http://www.ireland.com/readeroffers/
http://www.ireland.com/feeds/rss/

ireland.com - Breaking News - Ahern backs call for Finucane inquiry

Thursday, April 24, 2008
|:| Previous Day

. Home|

. Irish|

- World |

. Business|
- Sports |

. Technology
. |NewsQuiz

Next Day [1
Last Updated: 24/04/2008 17:30

Ahern backs call for Finucane inquiry

Taoiseach Bertie Ahern today met the family of murdered solicitor Pat Finucane and reiterated the Government’ s support for a
public inquiry into the killing.

The Northern Ireland Office (N10) told the Finucane family that preparations for an independent inquiry into the murder in 1989
have ceased, The Irish Times reports today.

Mr Ahern met Mr Finucane’ s widow Geraldine at Government Buildings.
“Geraldine and the Finucane family have travelled along and difficult road in their search for the truth,” he said.

"I reiterated the Government’ s continuing support for a public inquiry into Pat’s murder. That position has full all-party support
in Dail Eireann.”

The NIO cited the family's opposition to the terms for the proposed inquiry as the obstacle. The family said it doubtsif an
inquiry will ever be held.

A letter addressed to Geraldine Finucane's solicitors and signed by Northern Secretary Shaun Woodward's principal private
secretary earlier this month made clear that that preparatory work was stopped last year.

According to the NI O, this was because the family would not co-operate with the holding of an inquiry under the controversial
Inquiries Act, which empowers the British government to withhold information and any findings from the public domain on
grounds of national security.

Mrs Finucane, whose husband was shot dead in February 1989 by loyalists acting in collusion with British state agencies, has
pressed for an inquiry to be held under existing less restrictive legislation. She argues that a tribunal under the Inquiries Act
would not be sufficiently independent of government.
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