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Allowing Republicans to give evidence to detectives that 
will convict Robert McCartney's killers should be Sinn 
Fein's litmus test on policing, his sisters said last night.

In a statement to The Observer, Catherine McCartney 
said the party must instruct its members who witnessed 
the fatal assault on their brother to finally speak to the 
PSNI about the killing. 'That is the only way that Sinn 
Fein can prove they have genuinely changed their stance 
on policing,' she said.
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Robert McCartney was savagely beaten before being 
stabbed repeatedly, following an attack by alleged IRA 
members in Magennis's Bar in central Belfast nearly two 
years ago.

His sisters launched a worldwide campaign to bring his 
killers to justice. They claimed the local IRA took part in 
and then covered up the murder of their brother and the 
attempted murder of the friend he died defending, 
Brendan Devine. Seventy-two people, including several 
members of Sinn Fein, were in the bar when the attack 
took place on 30 January 2005. Only one man has been 
charged in connection with Robert's death.

'We would see what happens about Robert's case as a 
litmus test for Sinn Fein,' said McCartney. 'There is no 
point signing up to policing as part of the St Andrews 
Agreement, sitting on the policing board but doing 
nothing to encourage your own members to co-operate 
with the police, especially in a murder investigation.

'After the murder the IRA destroyed all the forensic 
evidence. They wiped down the bar and got rid of all the 
knives and weapons that had been used in the attack. 
They told everyone to shut their mouths.
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'The police have told us repeatedly that the only real 
evidence available is eye-witnesses and they have been 
few and far between. If the Sinn Fein leadership now 
allows its members to come forward and give evidence, 
then it will remove any question marks over Sinn Fein's 
commitment to policing.'

Policing remains the key issue dominating the Northern 
Ireland peace process. Ian Paisley and his Democratic 
Unionist Party will not share power with Sinn Fein in a 
restored devolved government until republicans pledge 
an oath supporting the PSNI and the rule of law. Sinn 
Fein cannot do so until the party holds a special delegate 
conference to ratify its support for new policing structures 
in Northern Ireland. Irish government sources last night 
admitted that their British counterparts might cancel 
Northern Ireland Assembly elections scheduled for early 
March if it becomes clear Sinn Fein is unable to stage its 
conference on policing before then.

Later this week Paisley and DUP North Belfast MP Nigel 
Dodds will hold talks in Downing Street with the Prime 
Minister. Dodds's presence on the delegation is 
significant because he is known to be a deal sceptic and 
has publicly stated that he did not envisage policing 
powers being devolved to an assembly in his lifetime. 
Transferring policing and judicial powers from London to 
Belfast has been a key Sinn Fein demand in the 
negotiations.
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