
'All we want to do is to bury Dad' | UK News | The Observer

Go to:    

Advertisement

 

Home UK news World news Politics Business & Media Comment & Leaders Focus 7 Days
Sport Review Travel Cash Observer Woman The Observer Magazine Food Music

  

  
 Search The 
Observer

 

 
 
 Tools
Text-only version  
Send it to a friend
Save story  
 The Observer  
Front page  
Story index  
 
 Recent articles
Judges to rule on discord 
over Drifters 
 
This week we want to know 
all about... www.kiva.org 
 
US bugged Diana's phone 
on night of death crash 
 
Statement on the 'new 
cookery' 
 

'All we want to do is to bury Dad'
 
 
Families of two men believed killed by the IRA make new 
pleas to be told where their bodies lie  
 
Henry McDonald, Ireland editor 
Sunday December 10, 2006 
The Observer  
 
Even today, while out shopping or socialising in her 
native Crossmaglen, Anna McShane knows she might 
encounter the people who kidnapped, killed and buried 
her father in secret.

As she and her family prepare to spend their 25th 
Christmas without her father, Anna is still confronted with 
a wall of fear and silence in south Armagh. 'It's chilling to 
think you could be in a shop and someone who has 
intimate knowledge of what happened to my father is 
standing beside you,' Anna said, while staring at a fading 
colour photograph of Charlie Armstrong.
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In 1981 the 54-year-old vanished without trace after 
setting off to drive an elderly woman to mass in nearby 
Cullyhanna. The family and the police have always 
assumed he was abducted by the local IRA, murdered 
and buried in a secret grave. He had no connection with 
the republican movement and there is still mystery 
surrounding why he was targeted.

Two years earlier the Armstrongs' neighbours suffered a 
similar fate. In 1979 Gerry Evans also vanished in 
mysterious circumstances while hitching across the 
border to Castleblaney. The 26-year-old, whom the 
British army listed as an IRA member, was never seen 
again. It is assumed that the IRA believed he was an 
informer - a charge his family disputes.

Charlie Armstrong and Gerry Evans are suspected of 
being among 'the disappeared', a group of men that the 
IRA killed and then buried in unmarked graves during the 
Seventies and Eighties. United in grief, the two families 
are now convinced their campaign to get their remains 
back has entered endgame.

Last week McShane met Gerry Adams to ask him to help 
locate her father's burial place. In the same week a new 
confidential phone line was set up along with a PO box 
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for any republican with information about the 
disappeared to leave anonymous messages.

Inside the Armstrongs' home on the Culloville Road, just 
within sight of the heavily fortified and repeatedly 
targeted Crossmaglen police station, the two families 
reflect on this critical stage of their campaign.

'It's very frustrating and isolating,' said McShane. 'There 
are still people out there who even to this day won't even 
talk to you or ask about what happened to my dad. The 
fear is so great still that very few people speak out. And, 
yes, I know for a fact, because Crossmaglen is such a 
small place, that I have come across the men 
responsible for what happened to Dad. You can't escape 
running into them.'

Neither the Armstrongs nor Gerry Evans's mother Mary 
said they wanted retribution. They do not even want to 
know who was behind the abductions and killings. All 
they demand is that individuals provide information 
leading to the discovery of the remains.

Charlie Armstrong's widow Kathleen, a sprightly and 
religiously devout 75-year-old, said that the loss of her 
husband and the subsequent silence about what 
happened to him is more pronounced at this time of year.

'Every Christmas it just gets harder and this will be the 
hardest yet. People think the passage of time makes 
things easier. In fact, the further away from it, the harder 
it gets,' she said. 'All we want is to give Charlie a 
Christian burial. Even at this late, late stage I'm appealing 
to anyone with information to ring the confidential 
number. Surely after all these years someone's 
conscience will work on them.'

Evans's mother Mary dismissed the idea that the remains 
of her son and the other disappeared cannot be found 
because those involved in the abductions cannot 
remember. 'How can you forget doing something like 
that?' she asked.
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'I can remember quite clearly now the very day Gerry 
disappeared, what he looked like, what he was wearing, 
what he said. I don't believe those involved can't 
remember. You would never forget something as terrible 
as that.'

The families hold out some hope that they will receive 
more detailed information about a piece of land, 22 acres 
to be precise, in Co Monaghan where they believe the 
South Armagh IRA buried Charlie and Gerry. A letter in 
2000 located the general area as a burial place but it was 
too imprecise for those searching for the remains.

'If that person who sent the letter could ring the 
confidential line and be more specific it might just help. 
We don't give up hope. We don't have any hatred for 
those responsible. We just want to bury Dad in the rites 
of the church. It's not too much to ask for,' McShane 
added.

On the 12-mile journey from the Armstrongs' home to 
Newry there are rows of neatly kept memorials and large 
murals dedicated to the fallen of the IRA's South Armagh 
Brigade.

There are no such memorials in remembrance of south 
Armagh's disappeared. For the Armstrongs and the 
Evans there is not even a gravestone they can visit.

 
 
 
Special reports 
Northern Ireland 
Politics in Northern Ireland 
 
Timelines 
26.09.2005: Northern Ireland: 1922-2005 
Northern Ireland: A brief history of the Troubles 
 
Video 
Watch the IRA statement (MP4) 
Watch the IRA statement (Realplayer) 
 
Interactive 

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,1968725,00.html (4 of 6)11/12/2006 11:39:40

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/Guardian/Northern_Ireland/0,,446746,00.html
http://observer.guardian.co.uk/Politics/northernirelandassembly/0,,441059,00.html
http://observer.guardian.co.uk/Politics/northernirelandassembly/story/0,,1538010,00.html
http://observer.guardian.co.uk/Guardian/northernireland/page/0,,1569841,00.html
http://blogs.guardian.co.uk/news/video/IRA_Statement_28July05.mp4
http://stream.guardian.co.uk:7080/ramgen/sys-video/Politics/video/2005/07/28/ira.rm


'All we want to do is to bury Dad' | UK News | The Observer

Ireland before partition: a brief history 
The Troubles 1968 - 1995 
Bloody Sunday 
The peace process 
 
Full texts 
28.07.2005: IRA statement on disarmament 
28.07.2005: Tony Blair's response 
The Good Friday agreement 
 
Useful links 
Northern Ireland assembly 
Northern Ireland Office 
Northern Ireland executive 
Parades commission 
Police Service of Northern Ireland 
 
The parties 
Alliance party 
Democratic Unionist party 
Progressive Unionist party 
Sinn Féin 
Social Democratic and Labour party 
Ulster Unionist party 
 
Media 
Belfast Telegraph 
Irish Times 
Irish News 
CAIN (Conflict Archive on the Internet) 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Privacy policy  |  Terms & conditions  |  Advertising guide  |  A-Z index  |  About this site
 

Guardian Unlimited © Guardian News and Media Limited 2006 
Read today's paper · Jobs

Search:  

 

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,1968725,00.html (5 of 6)11/12/2006 11:39:40

http://www.guardian.co.uk/Northern_Ireland/flash/0,6189,344692,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Northern_Ireland/flash/0,6189,344683,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/bloodysunday/flash/0,6189,184944,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/flash/0,5860,1077613,00.html
http://observer.guardian.co.uk/Politics/northernirelandassembly/story/0,,1537995,00.html
http://observer.guardian.co.uk/Politics/northernirelandassembly/story/0,,1538072,00.html
http://www.pixunlimited.co.uk/sys-files/Guardian/documents/2001/08/01/westonpark.pdf
http://www.ni-assembly.gov.uk/
http://www.nio.gov.uk/
http://www.nics.gov.uk/
http://www.paradescommission.org/
http://www.psni.police.uk/
http://www.allianceparty.org/
http://www.dup.org.uk/
http://www.pup-ni.org.uk/
http://sinnfein.ie/
http://www.indigo.ie/sdlp
http://www.uup.org/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://scripts.ireland.com/tardis.plx?main=newspaper/front /
http://www.irishnews.com/
http://cain.ulst.ac.uk/index.html
http://observer.guardian.co.uk/Users/help/article/0,,933905,00.html
http://observer.guardian.co.uk/Users/help/article/0,,933909,00.html
http://adinfo-guardian.co.uk/
http://observer.guardian.co.uk/Guardian/azindex/0,,,00.html
http://observer.guardian.co.uk/Guardian/information/0,,711853,00.html
http://observer.guardian.co.uk/Guardian/guardian/todays_stories/0,,,00.html
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/


'All we want to do is to bury Dad' | UK News | The Observer

 Guardian Unlimited  
Web 

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,1968725,00.html (6 of 6)11/12/2006 11:39:40


	observer.guardian.co.uk
	'All we want to do is to bury Dad' | UK News | The Observer


	HBDKCPPAHHBJPCBDIDJDBHDMLLIPPKCA: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: [/Guardian/0,,,00.html?gusrc=gpd]

	f2: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: Observer
	f2: 

	f3: 

	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: [ ]


	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f3: GU

	f2: 




