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Squaddie who killed twice after Ulster 
nightmare

●     

Aly Renwick 
The Observer, Sunday August 31 2008

Jimmy Johnson, who served with the Royal Tank Regiment, was so 
affected by his experiences in Northern Ireland that he went on to 
commit murder.

Jimmy Johnson served two tours of duty with the Royal Tank 
Regiment in Northern Ireland in the early Seventies. 'When I first 
took my section on a mobile patrol through this estate we loved it. 
We had never experienced anything like it before - the whole estate 
hated the Brits!' he recalled.

Johnson's section gloried in the fighting and often, by their own 
admission, went 'looking for aggro'. But two incidents were to haunt 
him. In one a woman died of injuries suffered in a bomb explosion. 
Johnson refused to leave her because she reminded him of his wife, 
even though there were fears that another bomb was about to go off. 
The second incident occurred in the middle of a riot. Johnson chased 
a man into the kitchen of a house after he threw paint on him. He 
caught the man and beat him around the head with a rubber bullet 
gun. 'I couldn't stop. I was panicking and he wouldn't go down,' he 
said. 

Soon afterwards, Johnson bought himself out of the army but found 
he 'could not handle Civvy Street'. Suffering from nightmares and 
tension, he began to drink heavily. As he drifted from job to job his 
marriage disintegrated. One day, living near Middlesbrough, Johnson 
killed a security guard, who was a former workmate, after he offered 
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him a lift. 'I've a vague recollection of kids playing on the side of the 
road. All I remember is a crash on the side of the van. I think the kids 
had thrown something at it.

'The next thing I remember is running. I was carrying Keith [his 
victim]. I dropped him down, I battered him with a pole, I must have 
hit him three or four times.' Johnson said that when he carried out the 
attack he was 'thinking about hitting that bloke in Northern Ireland'. 
He served nine years in jail. Eighteen months after being released, he 
beat a man to death with a lump hammer, a crime for which he was 
sentenced to life. 

It was only after sharing a cell with a doctor who had killed his wife 
that Johnson first learnt about post-traumatic stress disorder. Dr 
Morgan O'Connell, a former consultant psychiatrist with the Royal 
Navy who examined Johnson, suggested he carried out both murders 
while 'in a state of detachment or flashback to conditions of severe 
stress while serving in Northern Ireland'. Johnson is still in jail.

· Adapted from Hidden Wounds: Problems of Northern Ireland 
Veterans in Civvy Street, by Aly Renwick

●     Printable version

●     Send to a friend

●     Share 

●     Clip

●     Contact us

●      larger | smaller 

Share

Close 

●     Digg 
●     reddit 
●     Google Bookmarks 
●     Yahoo! My Web 

Printable version Send to a friend Share Clip Contact us

●     Article history 

About this article

Close 
This article appeared in the Observer on Sunday August 31 2008 on p11 of the 
News section. It was last updated at 00:02 on August 31 2008. 

Share

Close 

●     Digg 
●     reddit 

●     

Google Bookmarks 
●     Yahoo! My Web 
●     del.icio.us 
●     StumbleUpon 
●     Newsvine 
●     livejournal 
●     Facebook 
●     BlinkList 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2008/aug/31/military.prisonsandprobation1 (3 of 8)01/09/2008 11:59:30

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2008/aug/31/military.prisonsandprobation1/print
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2008/aug/31/military.prisonsandprobation1/print
http://www.guardian.co.uk/email/337138372
http://www.guardian.co.uk/email/337138372
http://www.guardian.co.uk/share/337138372
http://www.guardian.co.uk/share/337138372
http://www.guardian.co.uk/users/clippings/add?r2PageId=1076986
http://www.guardian.co.uk/users/clippings/add?r2PageId=1076986
http://www.guardian.co.uk/contactus/337138372
http://www.guardian.co.uk/contactus/337138372
http://www.guardian.co.uk/help/accessibility
http://www.guardian.co.uk/help/accessibility
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fuk%2F2008%2Faug%2F31%2Fmilitary.prisonsandprobation1&title=Squaddie+who+killed+twice+after+Ulster+nightmare
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fuk%2F2008%2Faug%2F31%2Fmilitary.prisonsandprobation1&title=Squaddie+who+killed+twice+after+Ulster+nightmare
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=edit&bkmk=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fuk%2F2008%2Faug%2F31%2Fmilitary.prisonsandprobation1&title=Squaddie+who+killed+twice+after+Ulster+nightmare
http://myweb2.search.yahoo.com/myresults/bookmarklet?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fuk%2F2008%2Faug%2F31%2Fmilitary.prisonsandprobation1&t=Squaddie+who+killed+twice+after+Ulster+nightmare
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2008/aug/31/military.prisonsandprobation1/print
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2008/aug/31/military.prisonsandprobation1/print
http://www.guardian.co.uk/email/337138372
http://www.guardian.co.uk/email/337138372
http://www.guardian.co.uk/share/337138372
http://www.guardian.co.uk/share/337138372
http://www.guardian.co.uk/users/clippings/add?r2PageId=1076986
http://www.guardian.co.uk/users/clippings/add?r2PageId=1076986
http://www.guardian.co.uk/contactus/337138372
http://www.guardian.co.uk/contactus/337138372
http://www.guardian.co.uk/theobserver
http://www.guardian.co.uk/theobserver/2008/aug/31
http://www.guardian.co.uk/theobserver/2008/aug/31/news/uknews
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fuk%2F2008%2Faug%2F31%2Fmilitary.prisonsandprobation1&title=Squaddie+who+killed+twice+after+Ulster+nightmare
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fuk%2F2008%2Faug%2F31%2Fmilitary.prisonsandprobation1&title=Squaddie+who+killed+twice+after+Ulster+nightmare
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=edit&bkmk=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fuk%2F2008%2Faug%2F31%2Fmilitary.prisonsandprobation1&title=Squaddie+who+killed+twice+after+Ulster+nightmare
http://myweb2.search.yahoo.com/myresults/bookmarklet?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fuk%2F2008%2Faug%2F31%2Fmilitary.prisonsandprobation1&t=Squaddie+who+killed+twice+after+Ulster+nightmare
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fuk%2F2008%2Faug%2F31%2Fmilitary.prisonsandprobation1&title=Squaddie+who+killed+twice+after+Ulster+nightmare
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fuk%2F2008%2Faug%2F31%2Fmilitary.prisonsandprobation1&title=Squaddie+who+killed+twice+after+Ulster+nightmare
http://www.newsvine.com/_tools/seed&save?popoff=0&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fuk%2F2008%2Faug%2F31%2Fmilitary.prisonsandprobation1&h=Squaddie+who+killed+twice+after+Ulster+nightmare
http://www.livejournal.com/update.bml?subject=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fuk%2F2008%2Faug%2F31%2Fmilitary.prisonsandprobation1
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fuk%2F2008%2Faug%2F31%2Fmilitary.prisonsandprobation1
http://blinklist.com/index.php?Action=Blink/addblink.php&Url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fuk%2F2008%2Faug%2F31%2Fmilitary.prisonsandprobation1&Title=Squaddie+who+killed+twice+after+Ulster+nightmare


Squaddie who killed twice after Ulster nightmare | UK news | The Observer 

●     del.icio.us 
●     StumbleUpon 
●     Newsvine 
●     livejournal 
●     Facebook 
●     BlinkList 

Email

Close 

Recipient's email address 

 
Your name 

 
Add a note (optional)  

 

 

Contact us

Close 

●     Report errors or 
inaccuracies: 
reader@observer.co.uk 

●     Letters for publication 
should be sent to: 
letters@observer.co.uk 

●     If you need help using 
the site: 
userhelp@guardian.co.
uk 

Email

Close 

Recipient's email address 

 
Your name 

 
Add a note (optional)  

 

 

Contact us

Close 

●     Report errors or inaccuracies: reader@observer.co.uk 
●     Letters for publication should be sent to: letters@observer.co.uk 

●     If you need help using the site: userhelp@guardian.co.uk 
●     Call the main Guardian and Observer switchboard:  

+44 (0)20 7278 2332 
❍     Advertising guide 
❍     License/buy our content 

Related information follows Ads by Google Bestsellers 
from the 
Guardian 

shop

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2008/aug/31/military.prisonsandprobation1 (4 of 8)01/09/2008 11:59:30

http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fuk%2F2008%2Faug%2F31%2Fmilitary.prisonsandprobation1&title=Squaddie+who+killed+twice+after+Ulster+nightmare
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fuk%2F2008%2Faug%2F31%2Fmilitary.prisonsandprobation1&title=Squaddie+who+killed+twice+after+Ulster+nightmare
http://www.newsvine.com/_tools/seed&save?popoff=0&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fuk%2F2008%2Faug%2F31%2Fmilitary.prisonsandprobation1&h=Squaddie+who+killed+twice+after+Ulster+nightmare
http://www.livejournal.com/update.bml?subject=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fuk%2F2008%2Faug%2F31%2Fmilitary.prisonsandprobation1
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fuk%2F2008%2Faug%2F31%2Fmilitary.prisonsandprobation1
http://blinklist.com/index.php?Action=Blink/addblink.php&Url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Fuk%2F2008%2Faug%2F31%2Fmilitary.prisonsandprobation1&Title=Squaddie+who+killed+twice+after+Ulster+nightmare
mailto:reader@observer.co.uk
mailto:letters@observer.co.uk
mailto:userhelp@guardian.co.uk
mailto:userhelp@guardian.co.uk
mailto:reader@observer.co.uk
mailto:letters@observer.co.uk
mailto:userhelp@guardian.co.uk
http://adinfo-guardian.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/syndication/


Squaddie who killed twice after Ulster nightmare | UK news | The Observer 

●     Call the main Guardian 
and Observer 
switchboard:  
+44 (0)20 7278 2332 

❍     Advertising 
guide 

❍     License/buy our 
content 

UK news

Military 

Society

Prisons and probation · 
Mental health 

Politics

Defence policy 

Observer

More news

●      

Daewoo DVD/VHS recorder

Play and record VHS video, DVDs, camcorder-recordings or Freeview DTV.

From: £219.95

❍     Visit the Guardian offers shop
❍     Buy eco, organic and fair trade products

Latest news on guardian.co.uk

Last updated less than one minute ago 

●     News

Chancellor accused of damaging UK economy

●     Sport

City 'taken over' by Abu Dhabi group

Free P&P at the Guardian bookshop

●     

 
❍     Criminal

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2008/aug/31/military.prisonsandprobation1 (5 of 8)01/09/2008 11:59:30

http://adinfo-guardian.co.uk/
http://adinfo-guardian.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/syndication/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/syndication/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/military
http://www.guardian.co.uk/society
http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/prisonsandprobation
http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/mentalhealth
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/defence
http://observer.guardian.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/tone/news
http://www.guardianoffers.co.uk/mall/productpage.cfm/GuardianOffers/TRUDRVT43/119332
http://www.guardianoffers.co.uk/
http://www.guardianecostore.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2008/sep/01/economy.alistairdarling
http://www.guardian.co.uk/sport
http://www.guardian.co.uk/football/2008/sep/01/manchestercity.premierleague
http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk/BerteShopWeb/viewProduct.do?ISBN=9780755317486
http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk/BerteShopWeb/viewProduct.do?ISBN=9780755317486


Squaddie who killed twice after Ulster nightmare | UK news | The Observer 

❍     £12.99 with free UK delivery
●     

 
❍     Child C
❍     £6.99 with free UK delivery

●     Browse the bestseller lists 
●     Buy books from the Guardian Bookshop 

●     Sponsored features

●     

●     

●     UK
●     USA

UK

     

●     Irregularities Manager

north west development agency-1. warrington. £29,246 - £34,121. 

●     HEAD OF BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

adderley featherstone plc-1. chorley. Salary - £42 to £45K dependant on Skills and Competencies. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2008/aug/31/military.prisonsandprobation1 (6 of 8)01/09/2008 11:59:30

http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk/BerteShopWeb/viewProduct.do?ISBN=9781847391896
http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk/BerteShopWeb/viewProduct.do?ISBN=9781847391896
http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk/BerteShopWeb/customPage.do?CMSFragment=BestSellers.jsp&title=Bestsellers%20-%20Guardian%20Bookshop
http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk/
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/?gusrc=gu_jobs_box_UK news&link=UK news_jbx_logo
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/job/694389/irregularities-manager?RSSSearch=55576229&gusrc=gu_jobs_box_UK news&link=UK news_jbx_vac
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/job/686144/head-of-business-development?RSSSearch=55576229&gusrc=gu_jobs_box_UK news&link=UK news_jbx_vac


Squaddie who killed twice after Ulster nightmare | UK news | The Observer 

●     CAREERS INFORMATION AND ADMINISTRATION MANAGER

goldsmiths. south london. Up to £30,787 pa incl. 

Browse all jobs 

USA

     

●     Assistant Professor Construction Engineering Technology

    qualifications: required: b.s. in construction engineering/technology or closely related technical field, relevant master’s degree, proven 
communications... . in. 

●     EDUCATION

foster-glocester schools education: assistant superintendent. the foster-glocester school district is currently accepting applications for this anticipated... . 
ri. 

●     Classroom Director of Education

provider of supplemental education, is seeking a highly motivated individual for our full time classroom director of education position in sioux falls, 
sd... . sd. 

Browse all jobs 

Related information

UK news

Military 
 

Aug 31 2008

Record numbers of ex-
soldiers in UK jails as 
combat trauma blamed  

●     License/buy our content | 
●     Privacy policy | 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2008/aug/31/military.prisonsandprobation1 (7 of 8)01/09/2008 11:59:30

http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/job/694420/careers-information-and-administration-manager?RSSSearch=55576229&gusrc=gu_jobs_box_UK news&link=UK news_jbx_vac
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/?gusrc=gu_jobs_box_UK news&link=UK news_jbx_brsesec
http://www.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=18f8fd0829377f6d&indpubnum=2029524262105434&gusrc=gu_jobs_box_UK news&link=UK news_jbx_vac
http://www.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=42727c6310ad8ceb&indpubnum=2029524262105434&gusrc=gu_jobs_box_UK news&link=UK news_jbx_vac
http://www.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=1740d47350a3c450&indpubnum=2029524262105434&gusrc=gu_jobs_box_UK news&link=UK news_jbx_vac
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/?gusrc=gu_jobs_box_UK news&link=UK news_jbx_brsesec
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/military
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/gallery/2008/may/14/military.iraq
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2008/aug/31/military.prisonsandprobation
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2008/aug/31/military.prisonsandprobation
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2008/aug/31/military.prisonsandprobation
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/video/2007/jun/07/bae.files.wardle
http://www.guardian.co.uk/syndication/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Users/help/article/0,,933905,00.html


Squaddie who killed twice after Ulster nightmare | UK news | The Observer 

Society

Prisons and probation · 
Mental health 

Politics

Defence policy 

Observer

Baha Mousa 

May 14 2008: The MoD 
has announced an 
inquiry into the death of 
Baha Mousa, an Iraqi 
hotel receptionist, in 
British custody in Basra 
in 2003 

More galleries

Aug 31 2008

Editorial: We have a 
duty to care for soldiers 
after conflict 

May 22 2008

Lions led by donkeys 

Mar 8 2008

Explainer: Civvies 
legacy of IRA 
campaign 

BAE files: Robert 
Wardle 

Jun 7 2007: Robert 
Wardle, director of the 
Serious Fraud Office, 
describes the corruption 
investigations into BAE 
going on all round the 
world and his feelings 
when the government 
forced a halt to his 
bribery inquiry in 
December 2006. 

More videos

●     Terms & conditions | 
●     Advertising guide | 
●     Accessibility | 
●     A-Z index | 
●     Inside guardian.co.uk | 
●     About guardian.co.uk | 
●     Join our dating site today

●     guardian.co.uk © Guardian News and Media Limited 
2008

Go to:   

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2008/aug/31/military.prisonsandprobation1 (8 of 8)01/09/2008 11:59:30

http://www.guardian.co.uk/society
http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/prisonsandprobation
http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/mentalhealth
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/defence
http://observer.guardian.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/gallery/2008/may/14/military.iraq
http://www.guardian.co.uk/inpictures
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/aug/31/military.prisonsandprobation
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/aug/31/military.prisonsandprobation
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/aug/31/military.prisonsandprobation
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/may/22/lionsledbydonkeys
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2008/mar/08/iraq.defence
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2008/mar/08/iraq.defence
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2008/mar/08/iraq.defence
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/video/2007/jun/07/bae.files.wardle
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/video/2007/jun/07/bae.files.wardle
http://www.guardian.co.uk/video
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Users/help/article/0,,933909,00.html
http://adinfo-guardian.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/help/accessibility
http://www.guardian.co.uk/index/subjects/a
http://blogs.guardian.co.uk/inside
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Guardian/information/0,,711853,00.html
http://dating.guardian.co.uk/s/

	www.guardian.co.uk
	Squaddie who killed twice after Ulster nightmare | UK news | The Observer 


	HKALOAEBDHDFFJNJPPHCPBBMLBHOBEBD: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: [guardian]

	f3: Search
	f4: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 
	f3: 

	f4: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 
	f3: 

	f4: 

	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: Search all jobs
	f2: 
	f5: gu_jobs_box_UK news
	f6: UK news_jbx_go

	f3: Go
	f4: 

	form5: 
	x: 
	f1: Search all jobs
	f2: 
	f5: gu_jobs_box_UK news
	f6: UK news_jbx_go

	f3: Go
	f4: 

	form6: 
	x: 
	f1: [http://www.guardian.co.uk]

	f2: 




