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 Murdered man’s mother calls for probe of ‘Stakeknife’ role in killing  

Sunday, January 28, 2007 - By Colm Heatley 

The police ombudsman in the North has been asked to investigate IRA informer Freddie Scappaticci’s 
possible role in the murder of three IRA men in Co Armagh in 1992. 
 
The three men, Aidan Starrs, Johnny Dignam and Gregory Burns, were killed as informers by the IRA’s 
internal security unit, of which Scappaticci was a senior member. 
 
Johnny Dignam’s mother, Irene, made the complaint to the Ombudsman last Thursday, and has asked 
her to investigate what role Scappaticci may have played in the murder and the conduct of the 
subsequent RUC investigation. 
 
A number of years ago a tape recording of Johnny Dignam’s interrogation and confession to his IRA 
captors was made public, prompting speculation that Scappaticci had given the tape to his military 
handlers. 
 
Freddie Scappaticci was outed by a man known as Martin Ingram who has said in the past that 
Scappaticci, codenamed ‘Stakeknife’, would have kept his handlers informed of the three victims’ 
situation. 
 
Ingram worked for the Forces Research Unit, a covert military intelligence unit in the North. 
 
Irene Dignam said that nearly 15 years after the murder not a single person has been arrested. 
 
‘‘I want the Ombudsman to investigate this because I want to know if this man Scappaticci had a role 
in my son’s murder,” she said. ‘‘I have been very suspicious about the circumstances surrounding it 
for some time, and I feel that questions need to be answered. 
 
‘‘The whole police investigation into the murder has been non-existent, not a single person has been 
arrested for it, I find that hard to believe. For those reasons I want Nuala O’Loan to investigate.” 
 
The Police Ombudsman could not be contacted for comment. 
 
Scappaticci’s role as an informer is also expected to be examined by the Smithwick Tribunal, which is 
investigating whether gardai colluded with the IRA in the 1989 ambush of RUC men Bob Buchanan 
and Harry Breen in south Armagh. 
 
It has been alleged that Scappiticci was the IRA handler of a Garda some suspect may have tipped the 
IRA off that Buchanan and Breen would be travelling through south Armagh after a cross-border 
meeting in Dundalk Garda Station. 

 

 

Business Post Archives Home | Business Post Website 

Simple Search | Advanced Search | Date Search 

© The Sunday Business Post, 2005, Thomas Crosbie Media TCH

 

http://archives.tcm.ie/businesspost/2007/01/28/story20598.asp29/01/2007 15:49:23


http://archives.tcm.ie/index.asp
http://archives.tcm.ie/businesspost/
http://archives.tcm.ie/businesspost/2007/01/28/
http://archives.tcm.ie/search/
http://archives.tcm.ie/businesspost/search/index.aspx
http://archives.tcm.ie/businesspost/search/advanced.aspx
http://archives.tcm.ie/businesspost/date/
http://archives.tcm.ie/businesspost/help/
http://www.thepost.ie/
http://archives.tcm.ie/http://www.thepost.ie/web/The%20Newspaper/Sundays%20Paper/News/index.asp
http://www.thepost.ie/web/The%20Newspaper/Sundays%20Paper/News%20Features/index.asp
http://archives.tcm.ie/
http://archives.tcm.ie/search/
http://archives.tcm.ie/date/
http://archives.tcm.ie/help/contact.asp
http://www.google.com/
http://archives.tcm.ie/businesspost/
http://www.thepost.ie/
http://archives.tcm.ie/businesspost/search/index.aspx
http://archives.tcm.ie/businesspost/search/advanced.aspx
http://archives.tcm.ie/businesspost/date/

	archives.tcm.ie
	Murdered man’s mother calls for probe of ‘Stakeknife’ role in killing: ThePost.ie


	JEEAFMDAKPDDHALLONPGILDOLECNEPCCEC: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f4: pub-2703046863748014
	f5: 1
	f6: 7294347443
	f7: ISO-8859-1
	f8: ISO-8859-1
	f9: GALT:#008000;GL:1;DIV:#336699;VLC:663399;AH:center;BGC:FFFFFF;LBGC:336699;ALC:0000FF;LC:0000FF;T:000000;GFNT:0000FF;GIMP:0000FF;FORID:1;
	f10: en

	f2: Search
	f3: 




