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Time for truth
Why all parties to conflict must come clean if
the victims are to get justice...

By Brian Rowan
05 November 2006
Where do we find the beginning towards the end?

Where do we look for the truth of the past 30 years and
more? Who will tell it and who won't?

Who wants to speak and who wants to listen? Who
doesn't want to hear?

Look inside the pages of a report published last week by
the Healing Through Remembering project and you will
see an attempt to give some structure to the debate
about our past and how it plays into our future.

There is no definitive proposal on the way forward, no
magic wand offering to make all truth available, but there
are carefully thought-through options - five of them,
including one under the heading Internal Organisational
Investigation.

The thinking here is about the republican and loyalist
organisations and the security forces and intelligence
services "voluntarily" becoming involved in a process to
meet victims' requests for information.

It is about asking those organisations to "take primary
responsibility for helping, as much as possible, in
providing victims with the truth about what happened to
their loved-ones".

In this option - or in something like this option - we may
find that beginning towards some end. That is, if people
want to help, but already there is some evidence of
resistance.

Organisations involved in conflict may be more willing to
explain their actions as opposed to accounting or
answering or repenting for them.

More information - more truth - may become available if it
is asked for rather than demanded, if the process is
voluntary and not mandatory, if it can be done
anonymously rather than publicly.

Could our first step be a process of explanation and
information? Could it be something that is requested
rather than demanded?
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described by Davy Nicholl, but in some way, and done
sooner rather than later because there are people in
leadership positions who have been there for the past 30
years, and who have detailed knowledge of the period.

Last week's report from the Healing Through
Remembering project should focus the debate, and
should move us beyond thinking to actually doing
something.

Its author, Kieran McEvoy, hopes the work can be "a
central reference point" and something that can take us
beyond what at times has been a "very abstract debate".

The past and the future are intertwined - and the truth of
the last 30 years might make the living of the next 30 that
bit easier, that bit more peaceful for those who have
questions and need answers.

Hearing them and answering them gives them their place
in the present and tells them they aren't forgotten or lost
in the past.
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