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This is not the stuff of so what.
It is the making of the real peace and the ending of the old war.
And that's the difference.
The developments we can now expect will open up other possibilities - things that will consolidate the
peace and create the space in which politics can work.
It is what the new Assembly needs.
In the waiting room, the loyalists - the UVF and associated Red Hand Commando - are preparing to have
their say.
That long-awaited statement on "future intent" could soon be spoken as those organisations take another
step away from the stage that was the war of thirty years and more.
But then what?
| believe some thought should now be given to a peace forum or conference of some description - a place
to deal with the unfinished business of the conflict, a place well away from the political process.
This could cover a whole range of issues:
«+ The past and how it is settled;
«+ The marching controversy;
«+ The future of the loyalist and republican organisations;
«+ And how, after the war, those groups and their communities begin to live beside and in peace with each other.
The forum or conference could also be the mechanism for bringing the loyalist and republican leaderships
and others together for a discussion or dialogue about the important things of yesterday and tomorrow?
That in itself would be a useful exercise - something worth doing.
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Dealing with the peace - News - Sunday Life

Elections are a research tool. And the one that has just passed has delivered a message that is clear. It
has told us that the No of yesterday can be the Yes of tomorrow.

And it has set the direction for that new Executive that will include Paisley and McGuinness.

The people have spoken and, in many thousands of their votes, they have said not just what they want, but
what they expect.
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