WEEKLY ANSWERS BOOKLET
Session 2006-2007

Friday 29 June 2007

Written Answers to Questions

Source: http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/ganda/2007mandate/writtenans/070629.htm

Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister

Victims' Commissioner

Mrs Naomi Long asked the Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister to outline the
process for the appointment of a Victims' Commissioner; and to detail the number of
candidates that have applied for the position.

(AQW 740/07)

Rt Hon Dr Paisley and Mr McGuinness: Article 4 of the Victims and Survivors (Northern
Ireland) Order 2006 makes provision for the Commissioner to be appointed by the First
Minister and deputy First Minister acting jointly. This is a regulated appointment falling within
the remit of the Commissioner for Public Appointments in Northern Ireland (OCPANI).
Following public advertisement in January 2007, 46 applications were received. An initial
eligibility sift process was applied to all applications to determine if sufficient evidence was
provided against each of the essential criteria. As a result of that exercise, 14 applicants were
invited for interview by a selection panel, consisting of two senior civil servants and an
independent assessor appointed by OCPANI. The interviews were conducted over a three
day period in March of this year. Following the interviews the panel prepared a list of
candidates, who were considered suitable for appointment. This list was subsequently
forwarded to the First Minister and deputy First Minister for their consideration. The complete
process was overseen and certificated by the independent assessor. An announcement is
expected to be made before the Assembly rises.
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